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Alumni,
Who Needs Them?

... who needs them is a phrase that
has been used by Executive Director,
George Spasyk. The first time it was
used was inan articleina 1969 Cross
and Cresent entitled “Pledges — Who
Needs Them” which focused on the
hazards of pledgeship and fraternity
education vs pledge education. Most
recently it was used in an article
entitled “Little Sisters — Who Needs
Them” in which George drew attention
on the increasing role little sisters are
playing in some chapters and the
dangers of this new role. Both of these
articles were somewhat controversial
and brought attention and discussion
on the subjects. In reading these
articles a reader is forced to think and
make a judgement; yes we need
pledges or no we do not need pledges.
In writing “Alumni — Who Needs
Them,” | wish to draw attention on the
subject of alumni relations. It is cer-
tainly true that we, the undergraduates
and the existence of Sigma itself,
needs alumni.

Sigma has grown substantially from
1913 and Sigma 1, Perry Lockwood to
1984 and Sigma 1572, Bill Brinkerhoff.
This is an average of 22 brothers a
year being bid and initiated. Dispite
these strong numbers, Sigma has
recently seen decreasing alumni in-
volvement and support. Homecoming
attendance has been fairly constant
over the past few years but, this
number should be increasing as our
alumni network grows. Contributions
tothe 1601 Cluband the 1601 Century
Club have decreased significantly;
contributions from our phone-a-thon
decreased $1,500 in 1983 from an
initial level of $4,600 in 1982, the first
year the phone-a-thon was conducted.
Recently, only a handfull of alumni
attended the 75th Anniversary Founders
Day Banquet in March.

Rather than look through the past
and find faults and problems, itis more
productive to look to the future and
see what can be done to improve
alumnirelations. We as undergraduates

need to establish a regular pattern of
communication. This includes regular
issues of the Sigman as opposed to
issues which have appeared sporad-
ically. Regular planned events; Home-
coming inthe falland Founders Dayin
the winter. Provide a place where an
unexpected alumnis is received as a
friendly brotherand notasanintruder.
Alumni must also help. Simple things

such as informing the chapter when
you have changed address will helpfill
the communication gap. Attending
some of the planned functions and
supporting the chapter with financial
contributions; all these things help
improve alumni relations.

Inshort, Alumni— Who Needs Them
... Sigma Zeta needs its alumni.

Founders Day 1984

On March 31, 1984 Sigma cele-
brated the 75th Anniversary of the
fraternity with a Founders Day Banquet.
The evening began with a cocktail

to George Spasyk, James Klaserner,

the fraternity and Sigma. Guests in-

Corporation, and parents.

hour at the chapter house followed by
a dinner and awards presentation at
the Heidelburg. Awards were presented

and Paul Durance for their efforts to

cluded Dr. Lee Theisen the Grand
High Tau, members of the House

Randy McLeary, Lambda Chi Alpha Fraternity; Dr. Lee Theisen, Grand High Tau; George Spasyk.
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