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SiGMA ENTERS NEw Era — REcLaIMS 1601 WASHTENAW

A new chapter in the life of Sigma Zeta at the University of Michi-
gan will begin on Aug. 1, 2004, as the undergraduate members
will reoccupy the familiar home of the chapter at 1601 Washt-
enaw Avenue in Ann Arbor. Built in 1926, the chapter occupied
the house until World War I, when the university took it over to
house naval officer candidates and then turned it over to the Ann
Arbor chapter of the American Red Cross, which used the house
as volunteer headquarters for its wartime efforts.

With most of the active members in the military, Sigma was
one of the few chapters of the Fraternity to remain active during
the war. An apartment was rented above Follett's Book Store on
State Street, and the chapter was able to stay alive by recruiting
and initiating a number of military trainees.

Beginning in the fall of 1946, the men of Sigma again occupied
1601 continuously for nearly 50 years, until the Grand High Zeta
withdrew the charter from 1994 to 1998, for risk management vio-
lations. Upon closing the chapter, title to the property was trans-
ferred from the local house corporation to the General Fraternity,
and it has been managed by a subsidiary of the Fraternity, Lambda
Chi Alpha Properties Inc. (LCAP). During the chapter's recoloni-
zation period, and since its rechartering in 2002, the members have
been living in houses leased from other Greek groups. In the early

A CALL TO SERVICE

Brothers of Lambda Chi Alpha who may be interested in serv-
ing on a panel to develop a new alumni program for Sigma
Zeta and working with the undergraduate chapter at Michigan
are invited to an organizational meeting to be held at 2 p.m.
Sunday, May 16, 2004, in the Anderson-D Room of the Michi-
gan Union in Ann Arbor.

The active chapter will be in attendance to work with
us. Plans will also be made for the August reopening of
1601 Washtenaw, for the furnishing of the chapter house
and for some alumni activities and publications during the
coming year. Please RSVP to George Spasyk via e-mail at
gspasyk49@ aol.com or by mail at: 9205 Selkirk Ct., India-
napolis, IN 46260. You may also find Sigma information on the
chapter’s Web site: www.umich.edu/~Ixa.

1990s, the alumni undertook a complete rebuilding of the chapter
house at a cost of more than $1 million.

With the chapter house and its finances now being profes-
sionally managed by LCAP, the role of alumni in the reconstituted
chapter alumni organization will take on a very different look. The
undergraduate members will rent their living quarters from LCAP
at rates competitive with other housing units at the university and
will use the chapter house for their normal functions and activities.

Alumni will be asked to serve as a corps of advisers and men-
tors for the undergraduate chapter, and to provide the furnishings
for the chapter house. On Feb. 29, a group of 12 alumni met with
the undergraduates and representatives of LCAP to work out the
lease arrangements on the chapter house, and to discuss the future
role of alumni. Among those involved were House Corporation
President George Friess '57, Dick Good '57, Andy Knowlton
'74, Tony Ling '00, Jamie Quackenbush '70, Brad Quinn 01,
George Pomey '65, Allen Raymond "45, George Spasyk '49, Ted
Winkel '66, Farage Yusupov '00 and Dr. Martt Calestino, Rhode
Island "94. These brothers agreed to serve as the initial commit-
tee and to recruit other alumni volunteers to a future meeling to
turther develop the alumni program. The future of Sigma is bright,

and exciting things are in store for everyone involved.
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